


Welcome to the World Association of Detectives

Dear Member,
On behalf of the World Association of Detectives, 
it is my pleasure to personally welcome you to our 
global community of professional investigators and 
security specialists.

By joining WAD, you have become part of one of 
the world's most respected and longest-established 
professional associations in our industry. Founded in 
1925, WAD has spent more than a century building 
trusted relationships, professional standards, and 
international cooperation among investigators and 
security professionals worldwide.

Today, our association brings together more than 
1,000 members representing 90 countries across 
six continents. This unique global network provides 
access to trusted partners, local expertise, and pro-
fessional resources virtually anywhere in the world.

Your membership offers far more than a listing in a 
directory. WAD is a platform for professional growth, 
international collaboration, business development, 
and lifelong friendships. Whether you require relia-
ble assistance in another country, wish to expand 
your professional network, or seek opportunities to 
learn from experienced colleagues, WAD provides 
the connections and support to help you succeed.

One of the greatest strengths of our association is 
the opportunity to meet fellow members in person. 
WAD hosts two international meetings each year, 
rotating between the Americas, Europe and Asia. 
These gatherings allow members to strengthen pro-
fessional relationships, exchange knowledge, discuss 
industry developments, and build the personal trust 
that makes our network so effective.
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We are proud to represent over 1,000 
qualified members across the World
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Many members join WAD for busi-
ness reasons but remain active be-
cause of the friendships they deve-
lop along the way. 

This Membership Guide has been 
designed to help you make the most 
of your membership. It explains how 
our organization operates, how to 
utilize the WAD List Server effec-
tively, how to communicate and 
collaborate with members around 
the world, and how to maximize 
the many opportunities available 
through our international network.

Our Executive Management Office, 
Board of Directors, Officers, and 

committee members are always 
available to assist you. We encou-
rage you to become involved, parti-
cipate actively, and take full advan-
tage of everything WAD has to offer.

I definitely look forward to meeting 
you in person at a future WAD con-
ference somewhere in the world.

Sincerely,

Philip Ryffel  
Chairman of the Board 
World Association 
of Detectives (WAD)



PAGE 4

Canadian   Experts  In
Investigations & Intelligence madpiglobal.com

@madpi-global

Complex Investigations  •  Litigation Support  •  Due Diligence  •  Trademark & IP  •  Interviews
Asset Searches  •  OSINT, HUMINT & CSINT  •  Covert Surveillance  •  Cyber & TSCM



WAD Helps You Grow Your Business
One of the greatest advantages of WAD membership is immediate access to 
a trusted global network of professional investigators and security experts.

In today›s world, many investigations extend beyond national borders. Whet-
her you need information from another country, local expertise, surveillance 
support, background inquiries, asset investigations, or assistance with legal 
and cultural differences, WAD provides direct access to experienced pro-
fessionals who understand the local environment. Rather than investing 
significant time and money in international travel, you can rely on trusted 
colleagues already on the ground. Their local knowledge, language skills, 
and understanding of regional laws often lead to faster, more efficient, and 
more successful outcomes.

With more than 1,000 members representing over 90 countries, WAD offers an 
unparalleled network of qualified professionals. Every member has undergone 
an established membership process and has demonstrated a commitment 
to professionalism, ethics, and industry standards.

But WAD is much more than a resource when you need help abroad. As a 
member, you also become the local expert for fellow investigators around 
the world. International colleagues frequently seek reliable partners in their 
target countries, creating valuable opportunities for referrals, partnerships, 
and new business relationships. Many members generate substantial reve-
nue and long-term client relationships through connections made within 
the association.

Beyond business opportunities, WAD allows you to exchange knowledge, learn 
from experienced professionals, develop new skills, and stay connected with 
industry developments worldwide. The relationships built through WAD often 
evolve from professional contacts into trusted friendships that last a lifetime.

Simply put, WAD gives you access to the world — and gives the world 
access to you. Your next international case, your next trusted partner, 
or your next major client may already be within the WAD network.

Get help internationally instantly 
by using WAD colleagues
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Private Investigator 
and Lawyer

We distinguish ourselves for being able to conduct investigations 
and provide legal services worldwide, with a particular focus on 
the USA, Panama, Latin America and the Caribbean.

isog.org

Asset Search, Financial Fraud, Background, Corporate, Criminal, and Family Investigations

worldhq@isog.org
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One of the most valuable benefits of WAD membership is the opportunity 
to expand your business beyond your local market.

As a member, your company is featured in the WAD Member online Direc-
tory, making it visible to fellow members, law firms, corporations, insurance 
companies, government agencies, and clients seeking trusted investigative 
and security professionals around the world.

To maximize your visibility, ensure that your directory profile is complete and 
regularly updated. Include details such as your areas of expertise, geographic 
coverage, languages spoken, professional credentials, and optionally a current 
photograph. A well-maintained profile significantly increases the likelihood 
of receiving referrals and international assignments.

When speaking with clients, highlight your WAD membership and explain 
the advantages it provides. Through WAD›s global network of more than 1,000 
vetted professionals in over 90 countries, you have direct access to trusted 
local expertise, allowing you to support cross-border investigations 
efficiently and professionally.

We also encourage you to proudly display the WAD logo 
on your website, email signature, letterhead, business 
cards, and marketing materials. The WAD brand 
represents professionalism, credibility, interna-
tional reach, and a commitment to the highest 
standards of our industry.

Remember: every WAD member 
is both a potential business 
partner and a potential 
source of referrals. The 
relationships you build 
within the association 
can create opportuni-
ties that benefit your 
business for many ye-
ars to come.

Increase Your Business Opportunities
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Social Media Due Diligence & Bespoke 
Intelligence & Asset Trace Reports for 
Investigators.
Verifi ed by analysts from $59.95, plus optional addons and
branding with your name & logo. Order your report today!



One of the greatest benefits of WAD membership 
is access to the WAD List Server, which connects 
you with more than 1,000 trusted investigators and 
security professionals in over 90 countries through 
a single email address:

WADmembers@wad.memberclicks.net

Whether you need assistance with an international 
case, local expertise, professional advice, or a reliable 
referral, the List Server gives you direct access to the 
experience and knowledge of the global WAD com-
munity. Many members have developed long-term 
professional relationships and generated valuable 
business simply by using this resource.

The more actively and professionally you use the List 
Server, the more valuable your WAD membership 
becomes. It strengthens your international network, 
increases your visibility within the association, and 
regularly creates new cross-border business oppor-
tunities.

To keep the List Server effective for everyone, 
please follow these guidelines:

1. �Use a clear subject line including the country, city, 
or location and a brief description (e.g. Germany 
– Munich – Surveillance Assistance Required). 

2. �Keep messages concise. Use clear English, provide 
only the necessary information, and include your 
contact details. 

3. �Protect confidentiality. Never post sensitive case 
or client information. Share details privately once 
contact has been established. 

4. �Reply appropriately. Respond directly to the 
sender unless your reply is relevant to the entire 
membership. 

5. �Maintain professionalism. Communications must 
be respectful, lawful, and professional. Requests 
involving illegal activities are strictly prohibited. 

6. �Avoid advertising. The List Server is for profes-
sional cooperation and information sharing, not 
commercial promotion. If in doubt, consult the 
Executive Office before posting. 

The WAD List Server – 
Your Direct Link to the Global Network
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While email and online communication are valua-
ble, nothing replaces meeting fellow members in 
person. WAD meetings provide a unique opportu-
nity to build genuine professional relationships with 
colleagues from around the world.

Meeting face-to-face allows you to better unders-
tand the expertise, professionalism, and character of 
fellow members. These personal connections often 
develop into trusted business relationships, referral 
sources, and long-term friendships.

Every WAD meeting offers outstanding networking 
opportunities. You can introduce yourself and your 
services, learn about the specialties of other mem-
bers, and discover new ways to cooperate inter-
nationally. Our meetings also feature professional 
seminars, workshops, and presentations that pro-
vide practical knowledge and fresh ideas for your 
business. Attending WAD meetings broadens your 
perspective by exposing you to different cultures, 

investigative practices, legal systems, and business 
environments. Many members return home with 
valuable contacts, new insights, and practical so-
lutions they can immediately apply in their own 
companies.

While attending a meeting requires an investment 
of time and money, the business opportunities, re-
ferrals, professional support, and international part-
nerships gained through WAD often far outweigh 
the costs.

If you are attending your first WAD meeting, our 
welcoming committee and experienced members 
will ensure you feel part of the WAD from day one.
Members who participate regularly build stronger 
international networks, receive more referrals, de-
velop lasting friendships, and create new business 
opportunities. Over time, active participation in WAD 
becomes one of the most valuable investments you 
can make in your professional future.

Attend WAD Meetings – Invest in 
Relationships and Opportunity

UNLOCK GLOBAL SOLUTIONS 
WITH PRIORITY INTERNATIONAL
your partner for cross-border inter-agency assignments

ops@pilimited.com 
www.pilimited.com



The Language Advantage
English remains the international language of busi-
ness, but most WAD members are not native English 
speakers. You are in good company.

While English is commonly used at WAD meetings, 
you will often meet colleagues who speak your own 
language. More importantly, regular interaction with 
international professionals naturally improves your 
communication skills and confidence.

Becoming an Active WAD Member
WAD offers far more than a directory of contacts. It 
is a global community built on participation.

Members can serve as WAD Ambassadors, join com-
mittees, contribute ideas, support fellow colleagues, 
and eventually take leadership roles within the as-
sociation. The more involved you become, the more 
value you will gain from your membership.

International Business – Practical Tips
Successful international cooperation starts with pre-
paration.

Before engaging in a new country, take time to 
understand its legal system, business culture, and 
available information sources. Access to records and 
databases varies significantly around the world, and 
assumptions based on your own jurisdiction can lead 
to costly mistakes.

Always work within legal and ethical boundaries. WAD 
does not support the use of illegally obtained infor-
mation and strongly encourages compliance with 
all applicable laws and data protection regulations.

International success 
through WAD
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INFORMATION
PROCUREMENT

INSURANCE FRAUD 
PREVENTION

SECURITY CHECKS 
ON INDIVIDUALS

VEHICLE  
RECOVERY

Business Control (Switzerland) Ltd
Bahnhofstrasse 71 • CH-8001 Zurich

phone +41 43 444 11 44
www.bcswitzerland.com



Clear Communication
Many misunderstandings in international business 
result from unclear instructions.

When engaging a colleague, clearly define your ob-
jectives, scope of work, reporting requirements, and 
budget. Terms such as “background investigation” 
or “due diligence” may have different meanings in 
different countries.

Avoid unnecessary jargon, confirm expectations 
early, and obtain approval before work begins. Clear 
communication remains one of the most important 
factors in a successful international assignment.

Pricing and Retainers
WAD does not regulate fees. Every member sets 
their own pricing structure.

Many members offer preferential rates to fellow WAD 
colleagues, although this is entirely voluntary. Costs 
will naturally vary depending on location, complexity, 
and risk factors.

For larger assignments, consider requesting a re-
tainer before work commences. Protecting your 

business from unnecessary financial risk is simply 
good practice.

Contracts and Legal Considerations
Whenever you engage a colleague international-
ly, a business relationship is created between your 
agencies.

For smaller assignments, email confirmations may 
be sufficient. Larger or more complex matters may 
require a formal written agreement, particularly in 
jurisdictions where this is legally required.

Remember that legal obligations, licensing require-
ments, and data protection laws differ significantly 
across countries. When in doubt, seek professional 
legal advice before proceeding.

Managing Difficult Situations
If an assignment encounters difficulties, assume 
first that a misunderstanding may have occurred.

A direct telephone or video conversation often re-
solves issues far more effectively than lengthy email 
exchanges. Most problems can be solved through 
open communication and professional cooperation.

International success 
through WAD

PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATIONS

SINCE 1983

�           Corporate 
 Investi gati ons
�           Investi gati ons for 
 private individuals
�             Laura Giuliani - Owner
 ITALY 20129 Milan – Via G. Jan 4
�    +390220404060
�       info@investi gazionigiuliani.it
�    www.investi gazionigiuliani.it

�           Investi gati ons 
 for law fi rms
�           Technical ad 
 scienti fi c support 



Our partners and supporters include some of the world›s leading pri-
vate investigators and investigation companies. Many of them gene-
rously dedicate their time, expertise, and resources to advancing our 
profession.

Their support has made the development and continuous updating 
of this Handbook and our WAD Promotional Video possible. Through 
their commitment, they are helping to shape the future of the private 
investigation profession and strengthen the global WAD community.
We sincerely appreciate their trust, generosity, and ongoing support.

Our special thanks go to:

• Laura Giuliani, Italy – Giuliani Investigazioni 
• Mike LaCorte, United Kingdom – Conflict International 
• Paolo Bourelly, USA & Panama – Isog 
• Roman Bazikalov, Canada – MADPI Global 
• John Withers, Northern Ireland – Priority International 
• Engin Akbag, Germany – Protex 
• Pascal Oswald, Switzerland – Business Control (Switzerland) Ltd. 
• Kenneth Lodge, United Kingdom – SIP International 
• Hartmut Hoppe, Germany – Detek 

We would also like to honor the valuable contributions  
of our supporters:

• Laurent Calvayrac, Switzerland – AGOP 
• Uffe Bodeholt, Denmark – UIP Consult ApS 
• Jean C. Schmitt, France – France Investigation 
• Luciano Ponzi, Italy – Luciano Ponzi Investigazioni 
• Bartosz Pastuszka, Poland – NaviRisk 

Our Partners 
and Supporters
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�          Discreet Investigations
�          Surveillance & Counter Surveillance teams
�          TSCM Sweeps
�          Due Diligence, Background and Asset Tracing
�          Blackmail & Extortion Resolution
�          Pre-Employment Screening

Conflict International partners with investigators globally on complex and 
cross-border investigations. Offices in the UK, US and UAE

Global Investigation & Intelligence Services

Conflict International Limited
4th Floor, 49 St. James's Street
London, SW1A 1AH
United Kingdom

+44 (0)20 7917 2939
info@conflictinternational.com
conflictinternational.com

INFORMATION
PROCUREMENT

INSURANCE FRAUD 
PREVENTION

SECURITY CHECKS 
ON INDIVIDUALS

VEHICLE  
RECOVERY

Business Control (Switzerland) Ltd
Bahnhofstrasse 71 • CH-8001 Zurich

phone +41 43 444 11 44
www.bcswitzerland.com
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Contact the WAD

We hope this guide has provided valua-
ble insights into the World Association 
of Detectives and demonstrated how 
your membership can help strengthen 
your professional network, expand in-
ternational business opportunities, and 
support the growth of your company.

Our global community is built on 
collaboration, trust, and professional 
excellence. Whether you have questi-
ons about your membership, require 
assistance in connecting with fellow 
members, or simply wish to learn more 
about the opportunities available wit-
hin WAD, we are always pleased to as-
sist you.

Please do not hesitate to contact us:

Executive Director
Bob Heales

bob@wad.net

Administrative Manager
Karen Beers
World Association of Detectives
P.O. Box 200030
Evans, CO 80620
USA

wad@wad.net
+1 443 982 4586
+1 970 480 7794

We look forward to hearing from you 
and helping you make the most of 
your WAD membership.

With an eye for 
what matters 
most

www.detek.de

FRANCE  
INVESTIGATION
PARIS
WAD Past President

Copenhagen / DENMARK uip-consult.dk


